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Defended 4s ; Evagak 


Pres] 1ing an Anſwer to Charles Gataker's IR) 
Examination of the Caſe of the Quekers (which he © 
faith, is hu#bly ſubmitted ro the Fudgment of bis maſs | 
ſacred MAJESTY, and the Two Honſeof 1 "4 
PARLIAMENT) 2 Wb” 


| As being included in F. S. his precedent Stare of 
| their Caſe, and Comprehenfively and ye” 
Anſwered herein, on the Behalf: of Truth and Crs. 


ſtianity;, ſubmitted to the Judgment and feri- /. 
w1 Senſe thereof in all Truc Chriſtians 
and Moderate Men. | 
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To the Impartial READE "Wh 4 


touching Charles Gataker's Examination. 


Eeins he hath injuriouſſy repreſented our Cafe, as obnoxious to Go- © 
C vernment,az 4x la:idro the Koot 0 Hex ifrecyuling and — % 
Us, the peaceable,yet ſuffering People, call d Vuakers, withrefratt 4 
bro ud yr t oh Aw. oh ;fal of on foul H oat. "rilifh 
Diſſine::latton 3 giving theſe CharaCers of us,viz. Serpentine Bre ed;whom | 
the Old Serpent wmſpires,; Wolves in Sheeps Skins ; jugling, Giddixef of Fiv- - 
rit ; prodigiuns Obſtindty 5,4 B -ocd of /ipers, that laſphem? againſt Chriſt. 
and inci ſſantly ſpit forth the Poyſon of Aſpes ; this proud Afﬀettation of Fha« 
naticks to be above Oaths, ſurmounts the Pride of Lucifer ; theſe Singule« 
rifts, croff to al{ the World, would be above God bnimelf, 5c. | 
In which reviling Phraſes,inſtead of convincing us, he has ſhewn himſelf 
like a perſecnting [ncend:ary and proud Prelate.and enviouſly miſrepreſen» 
ted both us & our Concientious Cafe to the Nation, contrary to manifeſt 
Experience of both : The Reply therefore that's thought (ufficient at pre«., 
ſent to give himzis to ſignifie to theWorld,that the molt material P $ - 
in his Book are anſwered in the enſuing Treatiſe t> a former Pamphlet,in- 
ſome things more pertinent then his;though both agreeing in the princi»- 
pal,which this contains aConfutation of,as may be ſcen by theſe fo owing 
Inſtances ; as, wherc in 4/ar. 5: 34. and /ames 5.12, C.G, faith, viz; 
1. That Chriſt's Inhibition waszn0t to ſmear in ordinary C ommunicatiany. ) 
in familiar Diſcourſe ;, et James's Reſtraint of the Tongue's Out-rage, its .. 
paſſionate Heats, Sallyes of Paſſion, paſſionate Oaths belcbt out in Rage, 6 
Which is anlwer'd in this Book to F. S. Sect. 2. p. 15, 16,17,18,1 9,86," 
2, That our appealing to Ged, the Searcher of Hearis, corus near te an 
Oath; and that St, Paul makes uſe of an Oath for the Credit of his Apoſtle» * 
ſhip, calling God to records, Anſwer d pag. 5,6,7, &' 19,20, & 50,51. 
3. That 'tis a double Fallacy to conclud:, That though Swearing wasral 
lowed'in the Law, Chriſt and his Apoſtles forbid ut in the Goſpel, Vindica © 
ted'S, 2. pag. 15,16, to the end, | 4 
4. That he that ſweareth in th: Earth, in the new Fate-of the Church, © 
(meaning the Chriſtians)*ſbal ſwear by Gcd Amen, onl aiab 65. 16,17, 
Anſwered F, 1, p.8,9,:0,11,&c. 2 
5« That Oaths are the Pratticc of all Nations, the conſtant Praftice of - 
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7 bef Servants, for X's +m binding themſelves and others in p blick, 
4 4 '' } 
4 onfede: de1es and - T Fe Sarees $2. p.21 --" 
'” G6: That the natural Religion (the Serds whereof God hath ſown inthe 
Heart of Mankind) the perfit# or reyal Law, mentioned by St. James, 
Oe 2 he Light of Nature, includs reverent S wearing or Oaths a6 Duties, 
*Anſwer'd on Fames 5. 12. F. 2, p; 16,17, tothe end. : 
7. That Walter Brute [and ſo theſe Quakers that follow him] was 
» miſtaken #n the Senſe of Chreſt's Commandment, Mat. 5.3 3:37. Viz, That 
the Chriſtian men ſhonld nor ſwear at «Þ,Anſwer'd p.46,47, Here he has 
© Popiſhly cenſured the Teſtimony of divers Eminent Martyrs, read F. 3. 
* B.Thaet Chriſt's Anſwer torhe High P rieſt's Adjuring him,Mat.26.63. 
"we taking an Oath; ard ſecuring the Law of Moſes, which he came not to 
- d:ſtroy, but rofulfil, or fil up, which is not dire ly oppoſite, Anſwer'd. F.z. 
* P-1 $223. asalid by FS. Fiſber to B, Gauden, & F. Howgill to D. Smalwoed. 
'O _ 9+ Thatto ſwear in due manner upon juſt Grounds 1s to be yerfett in 
S Truth, Sincerity and Conftancy, 4s our Heatenly Father u Perf, 
3 Anſwerd$F. 2, p.16,25, Alfo Contradited and Confuted by CG: 
- 8. himſelf, viz, That God, when be takes an Oath, deals with men after 
: = the manner of men, . out of 4 gracions Condeſcenſion to human Infirmi- 
9 ty, Complying with mens Weakneſs to cure their Infidelity with an Oath. 
10. On Pfal, 110, 4. Hebr. 7.21. That here 17 no ſhadow of Im- 
Q perfeftior, nor any Appearance of God's Condeſcenfion to human Infir» 
4A = mity i the Buſineſs ; Confuted by Himſelf,viz.7 will conclude with the 
"i - proms Meditation of Tertullian,O nos fzlices quorum cauſa jurat Deus; 
= ſed ct miſerrimos,ſi Deo, juranti non credimus: Oh how happy are we, 
© for whoſe ſakes God himſelf doth ſwear | Lut oh the wretched Miſeyy 
> of ns, if we do rot give Credit to God, when he ſwears ro win our Belic | | 
© It, That Man's Oath is plenarily deſcribed by a very learned Divine 10 
be a1: extraorf.nary Part(and Puce of Religious Wor ſhip,being an Appeal to 
God with a Pendlty, a Sacrament, Anſwer'd $.1, p 12413. F.2.p.ig. 
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This Book alſo contains an Anſwer to many other things,wl.erein this ReQor had need 
; tobe reQtified,paſiing'by many of bis falſe Accuſations and impertinent Impoſings,where- 
in his fruit'eſs Atremprs deſerve no further Animadverſion, vn'e(s. he takes ſome ſerious 
> Notice of wha: divers of us have a'ready writ in Vindication of our not Swearing [and 
 eſpecia''y our Pook of Teſtirconies, which fu'ly confutes bim in this Caſe] | <t # gan 
differ not in his Concellion to the Lizhr Wichin, which is, we deny not the Light of God 
/ within us to be the DireEhry of us, the Light which hitherto bath e il:ghtned all ke World, 
% asSin his 24thand 25:hpage 3 which Lighr, I with he and 0:her Adverſari:s may uwuly 
- Thow an! follow. 


> London, 25th of the 24 t Who am a Lorer cf the True Light, 
boy Al:1-eb, I 575. » 
| G. W 
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READER; 


'F thou haſt peruſed the vid Pa ag the People cated 
ers, fend [The Caſe of the —— we 
fo read gver this following Anſwer ; But if then ars not 
do, tha art requeſted (according to the Rule of 
terrain prejudice, noy to cenſure the ſaid People 
and reproaries of their Adverſarys, it being 
ment pon 4 People without hearing themy » wepen | 
their Enenic, Diſuds 

However, t 1;ſagyantage we are in the E 
World, that our Enemies will be gur Jude FR as 7%; Infs M 
fion of the Father of Lyet, 

Re pleaſed to take notice that while pwr 
Plea, a4 that our Conſeience will not aflow 1 te Swear, he ſaich, 
aRually do Swear, is 4 ſolewm and Seas Form ws » 
the Tongwe of dan ty exprefiyin onr ſa "el Reps 
er of Hearts knows, that it is with a Holy Reach, And thay 
he doeg nat qnly render ws te contradift our own + but «le tn 
like manner repreſents the Apo 54 Payl, Fe enum bly 
Sayings with an Oath in theſe and ſuch 
Witneſs, 1 lay the Truth in Chriſty TLy ye nory re pls 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift knows, that I Lye not» &e; which 
þ ck why E f fl ta the Saints, and net for mal S wearin en the 

four Evangeli/ta before the Magiftrares, Howheir he i thiÞakin in 

his Reckoning: theſt and » lthe werds @ meft ſolemn £-y- bo 
For Ro  Acyan Attual Swearing i Ana what can be arg ” hed oj. SN ; 
ear Paul mt highly +. py 7 hi oy f, 
therefore we ought to Swear ates" - whe rg fol 
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ther the Apoſtles or primitive Cliiriftians 4 d ſwear, or beid it lawful , 
for —— 4 Diferenc between earneſt Affirmations, and Swear- 
ins.; and they d:a really Speak the Truth in Chriſty unto which God 
was Witncſt 5 and this was #n 4 ftate ſo nearly relatcd to God at that 
of being in Chriſt, wherein they could neither Feak nor do any thing. 
againſt the Truth; But the ftate of the Jews urd:t' the Law was 
Aueeþ inferions to thiss. wherein their 'Swearins by. the. Lord (as the 
Chief. Funlge and:Revenger of - Falſh1diand InjuryY was. tn, a more 
remate ftate; when. they formally baud themfelves by an Oath, or 
cond.tional Curſes. which. was a Bond: upon their: Seuls,, when they 
fearcd it: (as few do now who are in the Swearing Nature) But there 
55 no need for the-rrue Chriſtians 5n Chrift'-to uſe Imprecations, or to 
pronounce any.cordgtional Curſe, againſhthenſelues'to. bind their Souls, 
and we have not ſo learned Chriſt, - as,thus to Swear or Curſe; but to 
| faythe Truth tn Chriſt, u1ito which God is witnef,, which 55 not to 
Swear the Truth. in Chrift, nor tabinduur Sozls with an Implicte 
Curſe in his Name (knowing alſo,that the Penalty from Ged of all Ly. 
ars #5 the Lakg of. Miſery, as well 45 of falſe, Swearers) For, where 
did the Apoſtle Paul ſay,l Swear the Truth in Chriſt ? Howbeit af 0+ 
therwiſe our Conſcience, as togur. ſimple Afrmation or Denyal mn 
Year Nay, be queſtion'd, we have. propoſed to thoſe in Power thus, _ 
© That we deſire: and requeſt that you-will:be pleaſed tro Enatt and 
© Provide," that i ftead apd jlace thereef, as the Caſes may require, 
© our Yea. aud Nay may be accepted- and taken; ; and if we break. 
© our Yea and our Nays which is Chriſt's ſolemn Ebrm of ſound words, _ 
© and which is hvs. Goſpel Commands, which we-ftandio and for, then 
© let #4 ſuffer the ſame Penalty as they thas ca Swear, and break their 
© Oaths : T ine wt bave left to the ſerious Conſideration of theſe in Pow- 
er ; and ngt tothe Prejudice of malicions men, ſuch as our Oppoſery 
who, like a Buſy Body, hath vainly ffent his Labour againſt , 


This is written on behalf, andin the Perſon of the People of God called Quc-. 
keys; 3nd'their Evangelical Teſtimony, by ſome who are Loyers of the 
kaig People, andthe Souls of all Men, THE 
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CASE of the QUAKERS: 
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OATHS. 
Defended as Evangelical, CC... 
jor : Sefiies 4c : 


Of the Nature and Extent ef CROI net . a. Priory of Tr. 
Chriſtians. 
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Er: the ſerious Reader ju whether- : Oppoſer Xs. | 
_ taken G_— ay and Method to convineevus-. 
—of of Error or not, by Y1lifying and. Railings calling- us... 
Aung rs. of men,- lamb, . > us. Re Tana of 
as.in is. econd- and frxth pages ;/ and. on. ſeriqus Fxa of 
his Matter, we ſhall find it cs ineffetval forthe ſame End; as in 
his firſt Argument, to prove the: Lawfulneſs of Swearing, He 
Inftanceth Pau''s laying, God 1-my Witnef,, Rom: 1, 9; 1ſaythe 
Truth in Chriſt; 1 Lye nor, my Confſeunte | biaring me 'waneſs 
inthe HolyGhoſt, Rom, 941, 2'Cor.1 23, chap, - 
11.37, Gal. 1,20, Phil, 1, 8; 1 Thefk, 2; 104776 are Witneſſes, 
and God alſs And theſe Forms of Speech” he faith are ſacred 
Oaths; and that the-Difmition of ah Oarþ in the comingon Notion 
of Mankind, is nothing elſe but the calling Goutto Witneſs _ the tha 
of what wi ſay, p. 2. Itappears:thathe vari 


Ix x ea Fayre wot 6 < Namer | af. 
' _ *Þ./4, © Another while «mer! Witneſs again ft bi 
Fed darin him t4 bs Fage, | the Drvvane Vengeance to 
de its worſt in caſt be ſwear falſly; p.13. | Now, Reader, be 
te obſerve, firſt, his Variation and Contradiction, be- 

'tween His faying, An Oath is nothing elſe but a calling-God ta 
witneſs, wh rh. | of a Curſe, daring God to his Face, 
ing Divine Vengeance to to its worſt, As for the firſt, We 

mong Chriſti. 
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tained z CR bome Ceremony or 
Sign uſed * beſides the Ying? Of iN 
vocating gr calling upon (or /o be 
me Goa) For that the fame adders 
- may as well be uſed without an Qath, e. 
. yen in- our praying for God's Help and 
'Affiftanco 


. -- The words, . So belp me God, or I ral Godto wiencſ7, may be u- 

fed without any Intent of Swearing, as well as in an Oath ; in de- 
Gring his Help, and ſimply as owning him for Witneſs to the Truth 
ſpoken in Chriſt, which; as fach; is not 8n Oath 3 bur when thus 

AX , Intended ”: viz, Ss jet mebeve or wars the 
AF) of God according as 1 ſpeak the Truth; 
orſolet God be Wirnets,. or judge for or 


$4inſ men this latter Senſe is an Oath implying a Curſe bY 
CES 1,00 


| hh. Scat: *X 4 4 age Wired 4ifr eat A4 EF 5 
| peak the TrurrinC bellh--F- nem KaWo6 | 3th? 4 wi 
| X)-wikbur- a>lotondion for of an 
_ 


Ges: ) 
Precation of I. implyed, as afold ſome. 
time an Oath'of Curſing was uſed —_—_— is Oe 
Fews; and there are ſeveral Sorts of wy. 14-2 

and ſeveral Wayes or Ceremonies Formal Swearing; as 
among the Heathen, Laying the Hands upon+he Altar, and Swcar- 
ing by'the Gods; * Abraham's Servant putring his 


'*- 
Hand under bis Thigh; the Angel Lifting up the "Furare 
Hand towards H caven ; among the profell; Chri- -. piers op 


ftians; a Laying the Mende na Bible, and Ki 9. Ih 
3, Or rap n the four Evangeliſts _ G47 29 w 
*< to the Pope's Impoſition.) However, we taking the laſt, as 
agiſtrates general Senſe of an Oath; - the Definition thereof 

— much the Matter in Controverlie, as the Lawfulneſs or 
Unlawfulnels of Swearing among Chriſtians, 

His Inſtance; that Fa Gone: i the Fear of his Father 1/aac, - 

oves not that Labay's ſim ride; Ir God is Hons oukp ys 

rmal Oath ; ſeeing he alſo Heap (viz. of 
Witneſs between me and in ſeeGen, 31. VVillany: 
to lay, That he Swore by the Heapof Stones, which was a Wit- 
neſs or a Memorial ? His accuſing = Paub not wahbſtar ding 
Chriſt's prohibition, that be did fre fequrt Nd commits tl man 
Oath , 1s both a groſs Abuſe of and contradits 
confelſing that iS delivered the Trath with cat Demonſtration 
the Spirit and of Power, "and that by Mani: Ration of the Tri 
he commended him(elf to every man's Conſcience in the Stght of 
God, 1 Cor. 2. 4, 13. 2 Cor, 4.2. Surely DT of 
the Spirit, and Manifeſtation of the Truth, was not Swearing to 
every man's Conſcience; for there was noneed of 
the Truth was ſo manifeſt among the Saints, | But to ſay, that P« 
did —— Oath, renders him be 
of very little Power, Manifeſtation or Credit, as a Miniſter of 
Chriſt amo Ne ed Codes Game of We 9 
and them alſoto haveaslittle Knowledge and Confidence of P 


and his Teſtimony, EX 


>... MA ; > "#4 314 "_ gan pads, b54 a - 3g w— 
= fone h for-u Pr: <6 4" "pops $a4 SURF? 1959. tte by + Ry +, 
hn contem come 'nor with other Fachi 
Hae pr © 14. Page 155 of dis Works anpr, ot Faro 
| pF hore he faith, *T here RR Speeches which þsvegbc form 
Oarh,which are not Oathes; but are Remedies ghee 
W.. grate rent yore Corguhians, willing to thew 
+ ſaid, Ya, or by your Rejoycing, &c. for he was net 
© ent tothe Doftrineofthe Goſpel; wito was infruſted with the 
. *«ſpel : buthe gavea ſmall ord in the Form ofa +Qath,; that. Geir 
£ Rejoycing was moſt deſirous to bimhe {t e v-4by fuch 2 :hanner 
"<ef- Speech, Thus far Ba{i', though we know the Particle, Lvl 
4s not alwayesa Note pf Sweating, 
Inhis ſecond Argumenthe grants, that Juſtice may be admini- 
' ſtredaccording-to the Rule-of the Goſpel by the Teſtimony. of 
"Two or Three Witneſſes, Afar. 18: 16, but 11%t of one without, aus 
Oath (as taking in Godto witne(s with him) whgre there is but gne 
-Witnefs, as in the Ca'e inftanced, Ex, 22.- 10,11, - However, 
"that Teſtimony of Two or Three Witneſſes may decide a-Contro- 
'verlie without an Oath; and where there js but one ww Wit- 
I. 


EEE of his Flett Servants im tht Chritian-Ohy 


Form NG vhe. Jews andehyfing the Genuies, - 
| .1tuſm; wp 


Jews of old time vſed under the Lav, viz. by the Lord; and the 
Apoſtate Jews 'and Gemiles Swearing by Idols, or the Creaturess 
or any'Oath whatſoever, 

He attempts to prove his Afﬀuniption from 1/a. 56. 15. And 
Je ſhall teave your Name for a Curie to'my Choſen; that w (faith 
he) the people that 1 ſhall chuſe. from among the Gentiles ſtall uſe 
your Name in Exccraticn, when they bave 4 mind to denournte 
"Curſe, '&c. And this he brings to prove Swearing a Praftice to 
continue 4m 's El 


Servants in the Chriſtian-Church-: 
Ando he would perſwade them, not only to Swear contrary. to 
Chriſt's: Command, bit to uſe Execrations, and to denounce-2 
Curſe when'they have a mind, as he ſippoſes ; which is contrary to 
"Chriſt #nd his Apoſtles Dorine, who tavght the Elect to Bleſs 
"thoſe thatCurſe them, and to Bleſs, and Curſe not ; for, to Bleſs 
God and*Cur'e man ought notto be. 
In his fourth Argument he ſaith, The Spirit of Chriſt, which was 
in the Prophets, fore-told; That in the Time of the Goſpel the Lord's 
People ſhen!d Swear by his Name, 4s an (Evidence of their Converſs- 
-0n to him, | 
Anſw. This we alſo deny, together with his high Applauſe of 
'Swearinig, 4s an Evidence of man's Converſion in thee Time of the 
Golpel, -and as Devine Service and Homage, and as dinocing ane- 
minent Att of ſaving Confeſſion to Ged, and as 4 of Divine 
Wor ſhip, *and as « Szgn, Wuneſs and Argument of t'! Conver- 
ſion, andthe Langaage of Canaan, a pare Languaye, which God . 
promiſed to reſtore to all Nations at the Coming of Chriſt; yea, thi 
Condition of Ged's pot re gre hs peoples the Condution of ac- 
C 


\Ceptins ws as ſincere D s, the Way of God's People; as may be 
oeiShis o 6th, kg roth, 11th Arr rbee. ans A 
igh Commendationshe attributes to Swearing by the Lord ; As if 


thoſe that ſo Swear muſt needs be ſuch great Converts, divine 
Worſhippers, attaincd to me pmoLengagees Canann, highly 


gC- 


"tional man cannot fee? His: Proof is, 1/# 45. 24:-and Chap. 
19:18. Inthefirſtit is faid, I hive Sworn by my (elf, the Word 
is gone outof my Wonth'i1 Righteo:ſnefs, and ſhall not return, 
that to me every Knee ſhall vow,” every Tongue ſhall ſwcar. : In 
the Jecond jt is ſaid, In that day ſhall five Cities inthe Land of 
E* ypt ſpeak the Lan:uage of C.2aar, and ſwear to theLord of 
H>ſts.” There. ſhall be an A'tar to the Lord inthe midſt of. the 
Land of Ezyp', &c. Here he applies Swearmg to Gouſpel- 
"Times, ſo takes Swearing as literally under the Goſpel, to conti- 
nu, as under the Law, but not the A'rar ; but confeFeth, that 
the Altar bere $:c:fi:d is no other then that v-hich St. Paul ment:- 
ons Heb. 13.10, We have an Altar, &c, that is, faith he, Chriſt's - 
Stable-Throne of Grace, p. 8. So that the Alray he interprets fi- 
Fennec under the Go'pel, but ſw-aring literally ; ſee his Con- 
ion : Whereas if the Al/rar be Chriſt's Stable-Throne of Grace, 
then by the ſame Reaſon he ſhould have ſaid, that by Swearing is 
intended 2 Geſpel-Confeſſian, according to the Apoſtle's own words, 
Rom. 14. 11. where mentioning the Prophets words be:ore, in- 
ſtead of Every Tongue ſhall ſwear, he faith, Every Tongue (hall 
confefto God, Andlikewiſe Phil. 2.11, Andthat every Tongue 
ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the 
Father, It is not, every Tongue ſhall ſwear, ;,, "+: that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord; but 044020 #"fT 2 ty ſhall confeſs, the ſame word 
tat isin Rom. 10, 10, And with the Mouth 5,» yi"-1, it is con- 
fefſed, or Confeſſion is made to Salvation ; And likewiſe' in Fob»: 
2, Every Spirit that conf: ch that Jeſus Chrift is come inthe 
Fleſh isof God, there is the ſame word, He doth not make 
ſwearing that Jeſus is the Chriſt, that Proof ; nor commend ſivear- 
ing to God in the Goſpel, as an infallibleMark of man's Conver- 
-fion, and the Condition of God's accepting them as ſincere. Diſci- 
-ples, 'asour Oppeſer doth : For many both can and do Swear. by 
God, that never came to ſuch Acceptance, norts ſuch a Gonfeſh- 
on of Chriſt, as is ro God's Glory, which proceeds from. a Heart 
that believes to Salvation ; For that no man can thus confeſs to God, 
or fay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 PROnpes 
& 4 ut 
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eſſion fro. 1.2 believing Heaftihan vIGen | IEN $0 
foſſun'k - Oath or 1322 rang, Whict his Ma y 2 
fels appertains to commen humane Infirmity, p, 1. And what was 
that Infirmity upon which Swearing was occaſioned under the Law, 


b . | dv." + 
but man's Diftdence, Jealouſie.or Diſtruſt, which if tiey had 
fulfilled the Principal and Royal Law of Love- both to God and 
one another, there would have been no ſuch occaſion'of Diftruſt? 
Therefore Swearing was neither Moral, P nor Evangeli- 
cal, as ſome ſuppoſe ; nor is it eſſential to the Divine Wothip 
of God (as this man vainly thinks) which is in Spirit and Truth; 
for that Worſhip was both before Swearing, and is performed 
without Swearing. - That God him'elf ſwore by himfelfgwho covid 
net ſwear by a greater, wedeny not ; But if this muſt be made an 
Argument, that therefore in ttis' man may imitate God, who is 
his Maker, we deny the Conſequence; fur this wereto ſet up a 
Creature in the Creator's place : Nay, as good an Argument did 
the Serpent bring when he ſaid, Ye ſhall be as God's, &c,” 

Ia X33, his ayings That to Swear. by the Lord of Heiftitato 
Peak the Language of Canaan, that pure-Laugnase which God pro- 
miſe |, cc. that pure and .ndefiled Relivior, with was at forſt re- 
vealed to man in Paradice, p, 10. 

4n{w. Firſt, That God promiſcd to return to his People a 
pure Language, we own; and that they ſhould ferve him with one 
Connt ; therefore they ſhould not need to Swear one tv another, 
or be Swearers under the Goſpel. Second!;, Nor doth he prove 
by Scripture, that ro ſwear by the Lord of Hoſts was'that pure and 
undefiled Religion,which was at firſtrevealedto Man in Faradice ; 
For this is to- tell the World, that God raught Adim and Eve to 
Swear to each other in the State of Innocency, when there was no 
Occaſion of Swearing. f 

In his fifth Argument to prove Swearing in Gofpel Times, "the 
Condition of God's accepting Men for his Pecyle; ſuch a Conduti.n, 
&4 upon the fulfill.ng thereof bh: will znbtr them among bis Diſciples, 
and accorn: them his Pi ople that do, viz. learn to $ pear by his Ne 
p. 11, For Proof of this eroneous Aﬀertion he cites Fer, 12.16, 
AnJ it ſhall come to pals, that f they will eiligently learntte Way 

2 WI © 


At VE line + ky Chriſt , 

» {Bpantobe ir yhowet 5 rnrn by. 
Gs as there was in-thoſeformer dayes: (ery 
earnec wo rene by # ON. "i ao upon by the Life of Ba- 


wearthg, As the Lord li-- 
_ _ w#5h, un 7h Law, bg con nf fog his Name; and making. 
Coifoſin to his Glory under the Goſpef, His telling us of 4 &-- 


nt Learning to Swear by God's Name, and a _— this way 
30d's z4&c. P.12,14,15. is, aSif he ſhould tell us, that- 
$0 ſwear by the Name of the Lord is (uch a difficult and hard Leſ- 
on, that men muſt be yery diligent to learn it, and therein come 
"ito God's Way and Condition. of Acceptance ;; when Drun-. 
kards, Lyars, Diſemblers,&c;. can eaſily and do frequently tread" 
orkioin and walk.in that Way: of Svearing both in andout of: 
ourts. 

.S. ſaith, Aer may confef God. in Prayer ard Thankſgiving, 

7 Attendance pen 4 rar or Crate; ard yer Wy". - 
him ſufficiently in order to God's accepting of them as true Worſhi 
pers, morder to bis reputing them lwing Stones fit to be laid inches. 
Waks of bis Houſes. the Church. except to thoſe who are mentianed ; 
1d alt other wayes of expreſſing their Homage they add this of 
Swearing Mi Gora except they learn diligently withal to ac- 

mniſciency,, Omn Wk NY &c, by Swears by bie- 

: es this moſt ſolemn Invecation is denycd him -he 
all cther Atts of Invecation not ſerious mw to obliege him. 
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ſs. Of them to. ſincere Confeſſion, Pag. 13 
Oh,what Iamentable DoGrine & {ad Work is this! What 
« ti bur yore ow on ar cannot 70g; confeſs 
nor ſufficiently glo e in Prayer, Than "ings. 
Attendance on the Word, &c. - withat they.add thereto 
je Lops Fearful Name ? which i is to teach or tell People, 
to Prayer, to Church, or elſe-where, they muſt go 
Ts 5.0 ; and al'o in their Attendance upon the Word, _ 
#he Miniſter is preaching the people muſt ſwear ; and from 
the more they Swear, the more they perforin Divine Worſhip ; 
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without Swearing 

Face) ſept" wan.þ.' Oo ayer wor EX” 
owe enough to croſs fie DA ws yearn A G5@E < 
not regari a ſincere Soul nd ren ogg ms Devotion, 


out. Swearing ;. or reg 
line Say 


Needy, when heis worſhi 
Again,, ]. S. in Juſtification of Swearing 
faith; God eftcems this as the Higheſt and «po TE = 
vine Wor ſhip that the Creature coopefith exhibit to | 
which eminently contains all others, ar.d comprehends the whole 
tion of the Gofpel, all che wayes of God's | 
andihat Sivearing by God implies the whole Worſhip 

Ar;ſw. Thisis ſuch a8 Commendation of Sweazing' as we) 
read of before; and ſuch a Way of expreſſing the whole 
ſhip of God, andthe whole Condition of i the Gofpeh, as. neher- 
God nor Chriſt ever taught him z Nor yet did ever God fay, when: 
he allowed Swearing, that he allowed it as the higheſt and moſt a- 
gft Aﬀt.of Drome W.r y 04 

But 'tis to be conſidered yet, whether this higheſt Aft of Dl 
vine Worſhip, that y contains all ethers, to. be adrtini- 
ftre.] by the Luity to all forts of a py ome o not: 
the higheſt Negree of Prophanatzon 3. or otherwiſe, 'Whether- 
the A miſtration thereof do make Clarks I Coats, Fa . 
the Go'pel and. of the , Clergy as well as Pariſh Charks, ” 
or nay ? 

Having takennotice of his high Commendation of fmearing by 
the Lord, andthe amor: Ad 5 hath promiled thereupon, as us 
nf bis igraſen then. vo Ks Vrangrtient Cage Novke : 

0 1 into 5 
wed ks. jr oo iy Slay” orto- 
learn this Way of Confeſfing Tt renders man 
obroxious to the Mongra ey ery coarh Th 
and deſtroy that Nation ; And that God dutb rejelt them; And 'rhas. 
hit will not let then eſcape unpuniſhed whe will not learn SIVTE 
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_ S&*. 14” Burthey that abide: a the Dodine of { -brift' and his 
Anoftic pe - ” Fyb, ' ul, they willno we” | 1eh 1reats: 
nor do they value this man's vain Flouriſh, Boaſting and Reviling, 


nor his threatning Familiſts, Anabaptiſts, Cathariſts, Quakers 
with Deſtrieftion, if they will not /ears diligently to ſwear, con- 
trary to what Chriſt learns'ns; and becauſe of . Oaths the Land 
mourns ; and God's Hand and Controverſle is againſt ſuch Oppo- 
ſers of Chrift's Doftrine and Urgers of Men to ſwear : Does 
not Chriſt ay, Iam the Way, the Truth andthe Life ? And muſt 
not- we walk- m him the New and Living Way, and obey his 
Commands .? | 
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The Endof Swearing and Oaths proved from the Texts commonly 
arged by ua. , | 


H< undertakes the Explanation of the Texts we commonly 
I £-urge againſt Swearing, - which are. 

. Adat. 5. 34. But Ifay to you, Swear not atall; neither by 
Heaven, for it is God's Throne ; neither by the Earth, for it is 
his Footſtool; neither by Fer«ſalem, &c. But let your Commu- 

be Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay; for whatſoever is more then 

e cometh of Evil, Þ And . 
© Fam, 5,12. But above all things, my Brethren, Swear not, 
neither by Heaven, neither by the Earth, neither-by any other 
Oath; Butlet your Yea be Yea, and your Nay, Nay, lef! ye fall 
2 ie he moſt groſly and falſly refle£ 
- *For'our ur{4 e, he mo fly an reflefts upon us,as 
ing vitheboſe Texts a the D-oil dba with chat which he quoted 
«(he ſhould have ſaid citd) to Chriſt, Afar.4.6. out of P/al.g1.17. 
leaving out in a#;hy Wayes ; ſo theſe Men, quoth he, wreſt theſe 
Portions of Scripture, by making a Stop at Swear net at all leaving 
ont the words followingyneuher by Heaven, 5c. 
WT | | Herein 


; 
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”: Herein he abuſe > we Et : ' | 
| Both you's id Ty 5 Citatio! , rave... | < ur af , p. c - and 
iis own Book, p,15 Secondly, We'make no other Stop but what 
the Greek, Copres and Tranſlations. have after {wear nor 4 oft; 
where {neither} a Disjunctive follows, which he joyns inthe fame 
Coton or Memb:r of Sentence ; whereas in the Geek after *.:, 
there is a middle Diſtinction, or ſevering of the Members of the 
Sentenee,a5 likewiſe in the Latine after o-mne,. and in the Engliſh 
after at «/{: more fully explained by Farms, Swear not ;. neither 
by Heaven, Earth,&c, nor ANY other Oath; which this © 
'e by his Mcaning endeavours to reſtrain only to ſwearing by 
thoſe or any Crearares,and al:o to wrreverential and common. Swear- 
i22y P.23. and laviſh Oaths,, p. 24. voluntary raſh Oathcs, p.31. 
4:.d to ſwears raſkly, prophanely, wreverentially, in our ordinar 
Communicat-oti, P. 32. and in your common Talk, p. 36. asif of 
ly theſe were forbidden in the Texts before, But ſtill he pleads for 
Sweating by the Lord revercutly, beſides the extent of the Pro- 
hibiti-n before, newther by any other Oath,; As if this man 
ſhould tell us, that Swearing by the Lord is no Oath: Who alſo- 
preſumes to tell us, Here 5s nothing forbidden but what was for- 
bidden in the Law,” when Swearing by the Lord was nos onl) 
I awful but expreſly commanded, Devt. 6. 13. & 10.20. All which 
is anſwered by Chriſt himſelf, where he recites what was faidin 
old time in this Caſe of Swearing ; as namely, 'Ithath been faid by 
them of old time, Thou ſhalt not Forfwear thy ſelf, buy thalt per. 
form to the Lord thy Oathes : But I fay unto you, Swear not at 
all ; neither by Heaven, &c. , But let your Communication be 
Yea, 1 ea, Nay, Nay, &c. Which makes it very plain, thathere 
was more forbidden by Chriſt then what was by the Law, his 
words in this kolding parallel with his very next words; Ye have 
heard that it hath been faith, An Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth for 
2 Tooth ; butIfay unto you, That ye refiſt not Evil; but. whoſe - 
»ver ſhall ſmite thee on thy right Cheek, turn to him the other 
alfo,. verſ, 38, 39, Did not Chriſt himſelf hereby forbid bis 
Diſciples that kind of ſevere Retaliation which was allowed under 
'he Law? as he allowed divers and other things in Coudeſcenfi- 
on to the People's Weakneſs, Dent. 24. 1. Maith. 5.315 32. 
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SES. ny Dear. 6.73: This appears w2 
to bes Condeſceaton to their Wenkneb, 


Occumen, on ſk 


an Obligation to prevent them from going af- 
ter ter other "Gods, as 'is evident by the very 
mext words; Te ſhall nor £o after other Gods, of the Gods of the 
| that are round about you, ver. 14. This Stdte was rtuch 
theEvangelical State of the rue Chriſtians, who in the 

Love theybear to the Lordare engaged to fpeak the Truth in Yea 
an1 Nay without an Oath, Chriſt & his Apoſtles have taught, So 
TtheDi celies here;the F:ws when bound by an Oathythey fear. 
ke Oatipor the Curie contained or -« > init(they Swearing 
Great God, as chichy to be fea _ with regard to his 

+ bd choe ob &c.) andthis wasfor a timeſome tye 

\ phy Fu to prevent them from going after other Gods, The 
1/4775 are bound in their Coniciences by the Royal and 

dlical Law of Love (which was before Swearing was, and 

takes away the Occaſion of Oaths) to ſerve God, and ſpcak the 
Tryth' every man*to his Neighbour without Swearing. So that 
the Diſparity betweenthe State under the Law and that under the 
I : "Under the Law, Thouſhalt fear the Lord, and 
Swearby his Name : Under the Goſpel, Thou ſhalt (o Lovethe 
Lord 'ast6 ſpeak the Truth, and confirm it in Yea and Nay, with- 
bein Boe bound by an Oath, Now jn {crious Reader, 
= theſe do expreſs more Love, R and Honour to 


whether he that's bound by an Oath not-to go after other 
and to ſpeak the Truth as fearing an Oath Sudthe Cure 
hwasthe better uſe of Oaths, whichnow few that uſe them 

ny ontario Were Pts ſpeak and do Truth 
, an Oath, whoſe word Yea and Nay is more binding to 
him, web nd Cos 7 FRad Ieiie Beomees mand » lnpre- 


| between man and man. and 
| 'Loveoneto anothcr and'Con- 
that will not believe- one another wh 


pe rb hp ers Fg 'or they that will (like 'Chriftiers) < 


the Truth, and believe one another's plain and ſimple VO TO 


ling of theE lical Prophefie ; Surely they are my People, 
Children that will 'not Lye, and fo was be their Saviour; 1ſ«. 
8. Andthe Remnant of 1/rae/ ſhall 'not ſpeak Lycs, Seither ſa 
a Deceitful Tongue be found in their Mouth, F 
* Buttoreturnto Chriſt and his Apoſtles expreſs Prohibition - But 
1 ſay unto you, Sear not at all; neither by Heaven,&c. ory 
ANY OTHER Oath. Hereby Chr:/tiansare (o Slainly fuk 
den Swearing in any Cale, as Chriſt forbids an Eye for an Eye, 
and a Tooth for a Tooth, *or hating thine Enemy, ſee Mat. 7. 39» 
44. Orelſe, what Coherence is there in his Words, what 
Difference is there berween the Diſpenſation of the Law. and tl at 
of the Goſpel, if (as this man ſayes) Chriſt here forbids nothing 
but what was forbid in the Law ? By which he renders Chriſt as thus 
ſpeaking, It hath been faid by them of old time, "Thoy ſhalt not 
Forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform to the Lord thine Oaths ; 
And I ſay the ſamc, Inſtead of, But I ſay unto you, Swear not at 
all, Andlikewſie ye have heard that it hath been (aid, An Eye far 
an Eye, anda Tooth fora Tooth; And I ſay the ſame to you, in- 
ſtead of, But I fay rnto you, Reſiſt not Evil, &c, ſo this 
world make Chritt ſtill lexve his Followers in the Fighting Reveng- 
fl Nature; as this man's limiting his words for Swearing _— 
Fews did, renders Ct-riſt as leaving his Followers but ſtill in the 
fame common Humane Infirm ty (as his words are) and weak Di,- 
truſting and unſteady Condition, as the Fews .under the Works of 
'the Law were in, who were allowed to Swear by the Lerd, as a 
Prevention from-running aftcr other Gods, and to remove Jeg- 
lovfie or Hard Thoughts out-of the Minds one of another, as 8- 


- 


bout the Caſe mentioned Exod. 22,10, 11. | | 

Upon the words, 'Neirher by any other Oath, ].S. adds, Swear 
notat all, by Heaven, Earth, or any other of thoſe Forms of Smear- 
ang by the Creature, that Chriſt forbad the 1 ſe of, p. 17, , waere- 
as the words of the Apoſtle, who well knew the Mind of Chriſt, 
extend farther, as not only a forbidding a Swearing by Heaven or 
Farth, bvtalſo by ANY OTHER OATH. , Butmark how pre- 
ſently after this Oath-Vindicator hath oppoſed Swearing by Hea. 
ven, Earth or-the Creature, h* contradicts himſelf in the fame 
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P*Be 


bat on ewe in Foes Weerſſy Pp. 17. 
hy allowof ſuch be; TD y Heaven or 
they may Sweat. by God that dwells therein ; 
bet fo are not at-all to Swear.by Heaven, Earth or - 
C oy by Forms : See what.an.gminent Antagoniſt this is is 
ndertakes to confute the Cookers Sad yet contradits him- 
inone and the fame Page 5 much as to fay, We maynot 
r by..any ok (5 as by Heaven: or Earth, yetwe 
| gr pert Forms f © Oaths, as by Heaven or Earth, that 
Etna Swear by bim that made them and dwells thercin, being his .. 
one and Foorftool ; whereas itis confeſſed on all hands; that to 
wear by Heaven or Earth, or any other Creature;is abſolutely for- 
ORer but Sw' by the Lord on a Book or otherwile, 45 the 
e NA RON But this-man further in_ his own Contra- 
tion faith ; As to the Forms of Swearing, whaber Gid 5 Name 
repre fly mentioned in them,. or only implycd by mentioning ſome of 
bis Creatares with refpett to him ; as when we call Heaven and Earth 
ro bear mieneſs fo what we ſay, I do not find any Difference between 
them. eicbtr.jn Point of Lawfulneſs cr Obligation, by the People of 
j bs any 5 P: 19. 
en, but what is to his own Contradi- 
n, that one while confeſſes it unlawful to ſwear 
caveny Earth, or any other Creature ; and another while 
ag Foe between Swearing by Heaven or Earth without 
| _ ning the Name of God,and Swearing by God himſelf : And 
yet inhis ſecond page, his Definition, of- «s Oxtbirnoching lſcout 
ng God to Witneſs; but here he hath found ſome hing elſe;z 
x Oath in his roth page i is, calling Heaven and Eaxth to Wit- 
ref, Oh, what s Labyrinth of Confuſion is this manin ! - Ttis 
true, that Chriſt reproved the Scribe; & Phariſees Folly and Blind- 
| ſaying, Whofoever Sweareth by the iris nothing 3 
oloever ſhall Swear by the Gold of the Temple; he is a 
Daberr: See his Reproof upon them Aer, 23, 16;&c. jr 
a 


EO by "> egds ible ; hes F Oats a 4+ 
2. 6 IT w Ric” t hd MY . $876 IE ” H. Lok Libr 2 | 
wi ne'of G d aid hi Sitaic cect | on, he Torres 1 
a5 contradiftin hitnlelf, who ſaid, dg as NEE. 
at all; neither Le hate, ba: Hi'ary come 
thathe forbids in general 
fing np ends Wore 2s wif $e 1. N_—_ . 
of, as a Swearing e Throne 
thereon, And we -4 not find that OTE 
riſers to uſe any ſuch Form of Oaths, as Swearing by 
therein by God, any more then he allowed them $ycaal pt 
by the Temple, or by the Gold of the Tangle; either by. 
tar, or by the Gift thatis vponit ; Burrather reproves _ 
Ye Fools and Blind; Wo to you and if 
Se _ is ſo far from yo; 37 br hp y Heaven, a 
ſo by God, wes the moſt Auguſt At of Druine Worſbip, as 
hath Greed; and yer futh, We are not touſe fack Forms cena 
extream Ne :ceſſiry ; ; which in hisſenÞ is to tell us, we are 
[perform the Wor fhip of God, or the moſt Auguſt At KEE: im 
extream' Neceſſuy: Fot he ſayes, That Swearing imp 
'Worthip of God, p. 13. Andthat he is not Glorihed 
in order to God's Acceptihg us Either in- Prayer, . Thank(giyin 
- Attending upon his Word, anlef we add Swearing £ by 
But who beſides himſelf of the Church of Englan tet 
ſuch DoArine ? By the ſame Reaſon that God interprets ity, as.ah * 
Afﬀront ocecs to him __ Perjaty is committed in kj | 
of an [do}, this man's idolizing e's as imp Fe 
Worſbip of God, and as beingthe moſt pros Dine Wor 
= God may juſtly interpret as an * offered Wc 
opraring by Wee who was and is truly loyed-and war, 
ſhipped fn e Spirit an in the Truth, cis ane. Fiche apy 
wag rt and when they are ended, 
ome 1 Cor, 15. 31. ſaying, I Proteff by your" # 


y, I Swear ;-tor, ec Nin 
re ue is A : Note of Swearing, and therefore makes the poli 
lay, 7 Swear by your Rejeying 


GT 23 FREY 'T> 


; = 
OD A+ ” 
; "£74 
", F > 
£ 


; « And his laying, That though we name ſome Creature, yet we ſwear 
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x Ys, - rage 1.x 123047 : 
calmge. ar By ſoc 
pI ISgY yr tper for- 
babe fect of Grace, or of the 
the Adverb ri was ſometimes uſed as a 
rhag among the Greeks; yet notalways z for itis ſim- 
iony as coming of 'rzi, yea orrruly, and is uſed when 
1 +. weare abut to affirm ſomewhat; ſee the - 
a, Lexicons.And ſome read theApoſtles words 
Me. thts, Verdy 1 dye davly for your Kejoycing, or 
our Rejoyeung, which | have in Chrish Jeſus. 
rltkons F:5. repreſents the primitive Chrift:ans, who . 
(offer under the Pagan Perſecurionsthe moſt _ Torments 
* rather then to Swear by the.Heathen Gods or ie Gen) of the 
Emperors z. yet by the Health * of the Empe- 
©yors, Ferts than aflureth-us- they did ;1 and as 
j- andy » We Chriſtians Swear by 1he Health of 


bs Nor Soren b 'the Health of the or any 
Ta; : And did not theſe Oaths favour of Hea- 
fon ?. whi if apy eſteemed Chrf came under and took, 
s'more- a Condeſcenſion for Fear any Example to be 


noe 
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. . SO. HE. N - y Mr 460" ks 4 4 2s "6 4.5 
Can Ty Har a5 FEI ok, HE T9 8 
Tore is See of the uid Svewring bythe Heart 
peror, viz. Pey ſalutem Rn. /onocye PST! 
volu:t ; et hoc nobis pro magnojuramento «ff : Weacknow 
Emperors are ſet over-the Nations by the Will of. God,.and u 
is by the Will of God, we will or with that God may-ſave; and'- 
this to us is for or wes rn And the ame. WE 
al'o will or 1efire, thatis, the Well-fare of Ceſar or the King, as 
acknowledging God's Power or Hand in fetting him-up ; For that © 
Promotion comes not from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, ec. but 
fromt? e Lord, down one and ſetteth'up another as he 
pleaſeth, - rig": 


a 


faid, we paſs by among thereſt of his Slanders. | 

fing, "That no People upon the Earth were more ſcrupudonſly render 
of taking ſolemn prem:ſſory Oaths then the Jews were at thar time 
when our Saviour gave them this Prohibition, pag. 24. © from 
Toſeph Anriq. 1.18, cap. 5. | _s 

This makes forus ; for were not promiſſory Oaths as well as a{- 
ſertory allowed under the Law? And if they were tender of ta- 
king promiſſory Oaths, they were more fitted for Chriſt's univer- 
ſal Prohibition of Oaths, as they were in ſome meaſure prepared 
for Chrift by Zobn's Baptiſm, 

He tells us, That the Fews conld ſwallow ſuch. Camel-Oaths arby 
Heavenze+c, pag.24; And isnot he bimſcif guul of the ſame ? 
Could not he /walkew ſuch Camel-Oaths where he allows the uſe of 
ſach Forms, as Swearing by Heaven, &c.. becuu'e Goll s Name is 
_—_ ? And he that ſweareth by Heaven, (wearcth by him 
whoſe Throne 'it ts, which he accounts lawful; *pag. 17, 19. But 
in pag. 24. To Swear by Heaven or Feruſalem are Camel-Oaths:: 
What Credit can this man's Work againſt us be of ? Hereckogs 
that Chriſt's words may be applyed to their Stipulation; by Oath, 
1 their private Contratts and mutual Trading whenas Chrit's 

- Prohibition, as explained by the Apoſtle F=mes, is general; But 
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His accufing the Quakers for wreſing thoſe Puſſges _ 
But his confeſ- 
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ET Ba . vxmdgnt 
Sg ng, or of the Evil 


=, ku Law Suits 'and Qurel? And a 
-man would think; ' that there ſhould I 


? ſtrates Preſcucethenin had Contra 
hw 4 is the Magiſtrates . what's to ſearch and 4find out the Mat. 


inhis Power Yo paath the Falſe Witnels, and be a Ter- 

Ne kids but-in Private only the Fear and Terror of God in 
men's Cunſciences can reſtrain them from E- 
Bb. 24.9 vil: wr? be ph more worn Hon 
La95 that. private Oaths yenants thereby be- 
23.8 26.28."& tween man and man were in uſe both before 
47-31. andundertheLaw; So that this man's deem- 
39." 25'5- Chri - Frvmax ps to extend to an Oath 


" 1x Sam..20. 3517. .man and man, 
1King, 8.31.& 4 oning, Koni ark forbid nothing but 
14-26. : what was pf 8 en in By Law , we-cannot 

wonder at ſuch-wonderfbl and frequent Contradidtion, 
we $. faith, ing Clrift's s Prohibition to ſolemn Oaths, ei- 
ther Promiſſoryor Aſſcrtory, or to any but common- Diſconrſe-Oaths, 


es Chriſt a Tranſgreſſor of the Law, I Tremble at the T howg he 
jp C To Trolorf as naturally flows from the Quakers H- 
b:(is as Light fromthe Sun, pag. 25. 
GY ſw. the wo cauſe we ys. Tremble becauſe of his own Ig- 
ranceand perverſe Talk;thus to tye up Chriſt's Prohibition ſo 
'd, in Oppoſition to former Oaths ardSucaring vnder the 
Law: (even tho(c ro the Lord, which ſurely were ſolemn and leti- E 
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es who he es © 1, ol 
Nor by any other Oath ; And yet Chrilt was fof 
J , rear of he Law ello from cauling. an O 
e roceeding,- or proclaiming an- nty to Thieye 

Murderers, Bla'phetters, and a Gr of injurious Perſons, « 
turning of {looſe in the KingdouF# of God: (as Sony; 

hemouſy words it) , That Chriſt came not to-deſtroy'the Laws”. 

ttofulfil it, in anſwering the-End of it, as inthis: Particular; 
where Swearing under the Law. was a kind of Bondupoa their, 
Soul to ſpeak or do that which was Ri Juſt in the Sigh of 
Godaud Men, the greater Weight ſtill was bets upon 
thoſe words and Ceremonies of Swearing, whi | though Chriſt - 
ended Swearing, and the Law thereof, with many other Circum-- 
ſtances, Ceremonies and $* adows ; yet he did not come either to- 
ſtop Juſtice or to indulge Malefadtors, he -being the End of the 
Law for Righteouſnes.; and yet unto his own forbids ſome things - 
the Law allowed, as that, 4» Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth for 4 
T w_ ; though he was for overcoming of Evil with that which was” 
G a : . 
 F.S. pag. 26. alledgeth St. Paul, asif he called Witneſſes 
ſwear concerning him, in ſaying, All which. the High Prieft and” 
all the State of- the Elders can bear me Witne's: And in his Apolo- 
2 before Felix he challengeth his Accuſers to prove the Marter of 

aQt they accuſed him with, 4&5 24. Neither can they prove the 
things whereof they nowaccuſe me; And that in his Anſwer be-" 
fore 4grippa, he appeals to the Teſtimony of thoſe thatknew him 
from his Youth, A#s 26, 5, To which he adds, That if he had: 
thought ſolemn ſwearing to be unlawful by this Prohibition "of 
Chriſt, he would rather have undergone a Thouſand Deaths then 
tempt ſo many to make Ship-wrack of their Immortal Souls, by ' 
calling them to that unlawful At; pag. 27... - | 

Anſw. This is a far fetcht Conſequence, and as, far from pro- 
ving the thing intended : For, fb, it is an unlikely thing Paul 
thould call the High Prieft and all the State of the Elders; ro Swear 
that he had been a Perſecutor; for then he muſt call many to bs 
Swearers : And it was4uſhciently known abroad among the dren 
woat 


+a % Y 2 4 
"4 


"7 we t wg 20 Be: WA 2} ov T) was far enonph fron 
calling tt IT tc ſwear againſt him. ' "bi 'F 5 ad nitting a 5edir- 
Jr ances, or the Fews teſtifying concerning him, who Knew 

former'manner of Life, A#s 26. 45. Did he therein-call 
them to ſwear, in ſaying, If they would reſtifie? 'The moſt Paul 
of was a bearing Witneſs: If they would have ſworn, it 
had been the Rulers and their own At, who did not think it an - 

» 4 As not ſo great to-them, as to thoſe that believe 

It 1s 10, : 

- 7:$. undertakes further to expound Fames's words, But above 
"all things, my Brethren, Swear net : Heſaith 2: is no-whete ele 
:renared in Scripture. above, but before, and it ſhould be ſo here, 
« Pag. 29. And then he thus paraphaſes, Ley nor 'an Oath lie upper- 
oF opny or, and come firſt of ak, before all things out of your 
Math, pag. 30. EET 
 - This is a kind of an eafie Meaning,- but a plain Perverſion of the 
-A 's Teſtimony, which does not allow of any ſuch Liberty at 
All for ſwearing as this doth, as.if he only forbad Swearing in the 

>eginning of our Diſcourſes ; whenas the Prohibition is plain and 
plitive, Above all things Swear not, neither by Heaven, neither 
by tte Earth, neither by «ny ether Oath; but"this man. will till 

have ſome other Oath :. So 6a @rhor muſt we believe him or the A- 
+poſtle Fames, judge Reader, And though we do not look on 
Swearing as worſe then Adultery or Man-ſlaughterzas is queried up- 
.on the words, ' Above all things Swear n« ; yet doubtleſs the Apo- 
file faw the Confequence'of it might be bad, and ſad enough, or 
| = he would not ſo ftriftly have Forbidden it"to-the Twelve 

rides. | 
F. $. makes thefe the Conſequences of our ſticking to the ex. 
preſs Command of Chriſt ans his Apoſtle, v4z., That Paul's calli 

God to witneſs came from an Evil Jiri, That our Saviour, as of- 
.teh as he ſaid Amen, Amen, had thoſe words put into his Mouth by 
the Evil One, pag. 31; * | 

- To the firſt we ſay, No ; it was Chriſt,the Son of God,that ſpoak 
in Paxlwhdſe Witneſs God is; and the Son's ſimply owning the 

Father for his Witneſs we do not look upon as making up « 
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Jealouſie, Inſtability, Liableneſs to fun after other , andeo 
do Injuſtice, Diſtruſt' one of another, &c:; —__— 7 
confeſſeth, Common humane Infirns Jy Amt Y: 6) ro 
pag. 17. How inis it i 0 Wetknels, Barn aka 
Abizelech, was the cauſe. of- his requiting.; #6rabam te 
Swear, that he would not deal fallly with hinry anda. 
with J/zac; that he would do them: no Hutt ?: Gen 727... ;43.30d 
chap. 26. 28. Therefore Chriſt's words are plains Lee a 
munication be Tea, Tea, s xd Data Nay; for whaiſe rc ag is guort 
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or can,prove. that. # olysarpms either, could /xcary or Ie to 
eg ens nom nr oo An m_ —_ __ of him: There- 
re it was enough for-bun.to r we #.5 
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51g | "nid >6f-he : E:/ Polycargme F- ” fl os hi = | 
riſtiax:: The Mukitude both of Frips and Gearrles inhabiting. 
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1 which the Multitade'forth-with a 
| and Sticks our of their Shops and Booths; buvcipevial- 
RI. NTOTL NS 28,15, 7 4h ws, 4 i: ['*bp 
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" So it appears that both theout-ragion ae, who 
ſwearwng by their riar\nky hen ret ee 
mmagded to ſwear only by the T both jo bo 
to murder this Eminent and Valiant Chriſtian -Mar 
would have taught the Proconſul the' Chriſtian- whi + 
contzins an expreſs Prohibition of Swearing ; and whole- 
to Swear by the Good Fortune of C«ſar appears to be @lews: 
"a Chriſtian, from Chriſt's Prohibition). with reſpect tohign, ; 
well as upon the Account of the Impiety of the Form of the Outh- 
-it ſelf, though thoſe furious Hearhens and envious Jews were not 
fit to hearall his Reaſon on that Account. Conſider we wh 
, reporteth ugg 6 3. againſt Hereſ.) That Polye car ana 
' inftruCted ty nyc and converſant mmy r= > 
* Chriſt ; butallo of the Apoſtles ordained Biſhop of Smyrna — 
* who lived tong, and was very old, andat lemgel Gui Exfeb.1 
' ſhed this Life with moſt Glorious and moſt renowned afeb. 1.4. 
om, when he had continually taught that © + 
age ferrets wp BF ob 
many 0 ercticks unto the 
one and only Truth received of the Apoſtles, gr, be 
add, It is not, then probable that he ſhouldteach the 7ews DoArine, 
for ſwearing by the Lord either to God or men ; muchlefs that he 
ravghrmeR to ſmear by the Health of Ceſar: Byt rather thathe 
uvgit them as Chriſt and his. —_ ->"72 Sick Nor to ſwear «t 
by Heaven, Earth, or any orher ec nn 
her which he had leak of rhedeodie 8 > . It isnot 
nt new ſo plainly contradiCt the Apoſtle | Jaws his 
Qrine, My Brethren, Swear not, nejther by Heaven, Nor oy 
Eatth, nor by any other Oath; asto My Brethren, Y 
either Swear by God. that y wiſh C ar's Proſperity oſperity ; Fg 
wiſe, You may Swear by the hk 6 the Eniperor, though 
not. by his Fortune, For if he had thus taught, Me mes 
implies of the primitive Chriſtians, he had. rIES 
to the (aid Apoſtle, . AO 
| And its alfo {aid by [re7ews, There is extant an 4002s LAI 
Epiſtte of- Palyee&rpw unto the TP clppiers very Enſ,h4. C.14. 


pro- 


4 


” 
—— —W—©— RC cv w_- 


ar Frm o_ wag, PRtye 

' hieEpitle to t Church at 5 a) 
under his Nate unto the Pholigpiat, 
writing vs, <I be'cech you all that you be Obedient, 
Patience, which you have throvey ly ws not only in. 
<a root Rufus and Zoſopes, but in divers of your ſelves,- 
 *in divers of the Apoſtfes, and in Pau/, with the rett of the A- 
*polfies,&r. Now itis not likely that Po!ycarpur,exhorting them: 
| as ts follow the Apoſtle's Doctrine and'Exam- 
ple, ſhould yet hold it lawful to Swear cither by the Health of the 
nperor, 'or ah God, both contrary t-) the Law and the Goſpel, 

| Do®trine 81d carneſt Admonition of the Apo- 
> 5.12, Iris alſo aids (E»/cb, lib; 5. chap, 23.) 
That Po at Rome in the time 0 Amicetus, they both 
varyed Cas ves, yet were they ſoon reconeffed, neither 
was Anicetus able to perfivade Polyc that he ſHould not re- 
en gr which he had alwayes obſerved with Fob7 the Diſciple of 
&, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, with whortt he had'been 

_ converſant. Ttis not probable then, thathe fhould be perſwaded- 
or reevin Chriſt and his Apoſtles Doctrine, Swear not at all, 
Ji Heaven, &e, nor by aty other Oath, te teach the Chrs- 
14h pry as 5 Swear by the Health of the Emperor, &c. 

| Footy <>, 7 td with comparing the Oath which the 
Proconſul lycarpus, to thit Form of Oath which is 
Me rg” znd therewith aſperſing the King arid both 
Houſes'ef Parliament with*the Crime of Hearhin:ſh Tdolarry, 
Thdſcare both very Malicious & Fal'e;for no fuch: Compariſon was 
mtcnded by 'us : There was no mention of that Form of Oath 
which is in uſe in this Kingdom, hs that which was required of 
Pa a; by the Fortune of Ce oor 1 which was then their Natio- 
| 1 Llp which colin For Con ciente fake, *becauſe 
NE Was i whe canfor Coniclence fakr; 
ON os ad Chriſt and his Apoſtle! have com- 
oy chr not to Swear at all, So thatthe( ifou 
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| / tormented to Death by the Hearben# in a the RE1 
of Antoninu Verus, Ann, 179. refuſed roSwear, being ofteti 
. ged, i plains fl 1.5. cap.1, And thatthey conteginmg me” - -- 
Heathen id L uſed ro Swear by them, is not © 7-£ ttha 
T_—_ boundin Conſcience tothis' Refuſal, only becauſe of 
_ "the SA bedaren of the Oath, . and not alſo upon the Ag- 
count of Chriſt's Prohibition, is deny'd by us, and not proveg” 
7.5. For 'tis probable enough it was on the Account. of both, 
they ſuffering both as Chrift:ans who re! | Chriſt: 
politles Dodtrine, and ſo near the dayes..  Belides, -| 
was moſt necefſary for the Martyrs in thoſe dayes;openily to. con- 
teran and teſtifie againſt the Heathen Idoft, inteſuling to,Sweer by 
- them, being not called to Swear by the True God; without de- 
claring, that Baſi:d:s5, who of a Perſecutor was made a Mar 
who was a Souldier, and of Authority -in the Roman Holb 
required o give an Oath in a Matter concerning his Fellow-So 
*diers, deny'dtodo it, plainly affirming, He nas 4 Chriftiar, and 
therefore (uffered Death about 4-1. Chriſti 205, For this fee 
-Exſeb; lib; 6. chap. 4 anc, As & Mon, 1Vol. p:71.; The 
Matter here, ſo far as 'tis cited F. S, cannot deny, and yet faith, 
I nuft make bold to Jer down the Bcok, which thy have omitted, Fox 
Vol. 1. fol.71. which is not true; the Books {et down before his 
Eyes, but not all F. Fox's words cited where he adderh, They Oath 
then was wont to be by the Idols a:d the Emperor; this's Fo. Fox's 
. Addition: Whereas E:fcb:us hath it more politive, thus, Baſe 
lidcs being requized of his Fellow. Souldiers to Swear for (omg Oc- 
«caſion or other, affirmed plainly, It. was not Lawful for ham to 
. Swear ; for he ſaid, He was'a Chrifftian and- he would in'very _— 
- deed Proteſt or witnefs the ſame, ſee my je. 1.4.5 -»  W- 
Truth of itis, We cannotſec howto r ile F. S's We to | 
make it conſiſtent with itſelf, or in Hiſtory. 
[rive Chri//s4ns and Martyrs could withoot Scrople 6* Co 
Swear by the Health or Profpericy of the Emperor, and yer 
to Swear by his Geod Fortune, = that they could take fuch-4 
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« Repl, Here this Oppoler a- 
vours More of one affected to 
the Plow- 


his gueſſing who 


te value, while he ciphts and 
sat the thing it (elf more 
affeted then 
arcal Protefta ; - However, 
whether the eval s Com- 
Plaint was.penn' any Mar- 
tyr or Father 6f the Chick or 
no, it wasowned' by the Suffe. 
rers;as their Senſe in thoſe days, 
for Chriſt,& againſt 
the 


his Romance will pep - 
" among "Rational Men 
Artheriey 4 


ly 27 i er 9, VIA SER v3 
EI as if ES 
ontrats, or by an Crwure, or rl 


z- W hercas what - 
br rw apes rs then this oath | 1 
m—_ # 

ro 


the 14th Article againſt him was, that he ſhould ſay, 
ought to Swearfor apy. thing, but ſimply without an 
firm gr Deny ; and if he Swears he fins, 4. en. 1 vol. fol.61 
Its tryey” he anſwered tthis, That men ſhould not Sweat by any. 
Creature by.the Law of God; buthe furtherdeclares K. R ich: F4 
bis Ming: and Sen < in-his Appeal fromthe Biſhop's 4 | | 
Sentence to King Richard 2, and his Councih;/.in 307 
theſe words, , Whereas Chrift's Law forbids Swearing, the” P, ys | 
Law juſtifies Swearing, and compels men thereto, A#; oo Aivor 
t vol. :fol 618 [note tht i in the former he (peaks with 
to, Gods Law, in the latter to Chr:{'s Law] which uo. 5 pn 
the Opinion of many more, . as fr by.the on _ 
plaint, which otherwiſe ha$-nor erected nag 
as it was, And it appears from. that 
poor Chriſtia::s in this Nation, hat neither the Pope, nor the 
late, neither any other ay we br compel any-man to ada 
any Creature of God,: or. b Bible-Book,  4#. Aſon. 
fol. 687. which Opiniog. among - others their | Per'ecutotrs 
ſought to make them renounce. and Sees. Dythb DS ACHT E 
oppoſe the Popes com men to {wear upon the "3 
ercin they allo ſwear by the Lord. 
By his ſaying, Thoſe Martyrs that 'beld wot al Oaths that 
made for any Contratt or Bargain on nets Un ; ne” 
Howeverzit was matter cience to w.T 
It appears then, that they: IF oe obng 
old time, both before and unger the Law, - contrary Prey 
For both befyre and under the Law there were private | Oa 


—  — 


r upon ; charging 
| Body to Swear, whether they 


4 NN Sc True Falfe, A. Aon. 1 vol, fol, por, 

& tio) plain it isthat Wiſe T horpe's words were againlt Swear- 

pon a Book, by God, (or 4 help ue God) and againſt force. *_ 

to Swear True or Falſe; ſo that the ſaid William 

only condenin the*Papiſts' common Sontag by 
4p: pon: bell ther ypon a 


or hom; 6 fee A#. Aon. 
om he alledgeth, wit- 
Dnha/ P ne tive how 


St arc comman- 

Nay? To Swear, not fo 
"g's Trl Sao to Fer eve i-wh is of Evi and "and 
uous as Contrary ; or that perfluous which 


þ. 4 Tn fupe 
/ «js eſly, which certainly hu to oy Evil, how 


wy <engul corhmanded in the Law ?—Thati is how age 2 
whic 


TEES, r p IST "ER. 3. 
4 77 p -Agar-Qitw þ BY hetr * "It wa 1 NN ed 
« was pertpitted hererofc Yu 7 d worſhip 
Chat ori by ok gs "Smt AN | 
« Evitthen windg fomeh my: yrrk Syan wp 4 
« {6 many. Arguments of. Power,, <br chen—— We molt 
% todo. the o!d Com 'Uſlels yout 
« on'neſs exceed, &c, Some come i far ſhorr of it, that a] 
« refuſe not *only to Swear, bnt even do Forſwear——Ifro Swear- 
«be Evil, Perjury is great Evil. With mnch ag ory to <p 
purpoſe, his Aﬀertions and Reafons bein general,. extending 
all [wearing oes on to'exhort and deter: rota eighting 
the Co of Chriſt.” Read the place atl 
Concerning - Elizabeth Young, Who was brovght ro Examinati- 
on ini the Marian dayes before ic Cathelxck. Inquilitors of Hereti- 
cal Pravity,. as they ſtiled themſelves; herr to Swear F.S.} 
confines to theſe Reaſons,. Firſt, Becauſe ſbe my not betray ber 
Chriſtians Friends, 2dly, Zricauſe of the” Needle et to- Fl 
whether ſhe was 4. Man or a Woman, (he A 
Woman, that being dererminitble wyirhoyr an th by* is 
Whereas her Reaſon is mire general then either of theſe" 
hinted ; For when Dr. Mart# taid to her, Thon ſhalt be R 
Inch-meal, thou Traitorly Whore and Heretick; bnt thou ſhalt 
Swear before a,Judge before thou go. To, this Eliz, TY weng” #8t% 
fwered, Sr. I thderſtind. noty what an- Oath i is, apd' 
will take no ſuch Oath upon tne.” © Dr.' Matti ſaid,” She refſerh 
to Swear upon the fort vangeliſts before 's Judge ; for 1 my felf 
a H«ſſcy have had her before vs four' times, but wecannot_ 
wing ex bs to gr They ſaid the Biſhop,” Why wit thou not 
Swear befor ca] &c? "Ebx, My Lord, Fwill not Sweay/th 
this Hapd is COOK Aj he Bihop ind why Ning 
faith, that what vir Ir "more thitt Peru _ ; 
cometh of Evil; fee theRetatibh more o | 
Obſerve" thert © Reaſoh of het refiſillg Gt per 
then 7. $. IFIer: Ir was ndt'onl 
Het Friends, ene 
ecgule, Ft ef&opted af 


: z & me. Oh 
- Keltraur NE einoay ory 'Swearing from” its.. general 
7g Enamgle of he Wale ofcſling it to be 

for & te Pr S ks £2. Defence 
Se Biſhop Uſher 


es in his Book De Succeſſio 
ne Ecel, c:5.* and of the Chriſtian-Proteſftants ih 
-Marl. HA. "the V of Pudmount, who were cruelly Tor- 
- 247; 218, * tured tc by the Papifts about Anno ch 
© One Article alodged them ws, * 
Net iawful to ps whe it Truc or Falſe.To 

. F.$. anfwe 0 ies Tenor Fee Tyciſe 
np To On —_— to 
Papits, that were y wear- 

"Arch-Biſhap of omar? undertakes to 
okeurtcn but how ?- #20 pay ey cog tut by 
pro ; be a Calumny ca mn by the hop mo. 
Cal ach eirorh ſe Fo 1 

_—_— umn upon the Waiarnſes, - Se 0 
* "S way Lewful for a Chriſtian roSwear ; will pas by 


Server oft i, ion,where he addeth, That 'Frier Nic, 
mere ck > the third Hereſie of the Walden' es, 
to Swear, ___ befor 4 Fudje, or eorragudes thy on 
any Caſe, is VU! 4nd « mortal Sin : Andtheir fourth Here- 

owe alſly about confe ſr Truth, or revealing their 

Complice ul or a Sing w Lawful ard Sacred. This, 
ith ; Hikop inthe place forequotee, p. 162, 6n pur- 
ofe to cv] oe rot Fw of Roman from the 
00S dhe. and Fow the extream Hull 
ful in ſome Caſes te lu ſhould 
+> ro Saver. Obſerve } re, Reader, 


ight 


Kefuſia 
© Cauſes, and 


ſimilitude, wy at the Hereticks vko never fwias, we like 
the Devil, whom we never read to have Sworn; B 


vil, V dp ut (faith Vſher) 
_ They whohave leamedof Chriſt, let your Speech be Yea, Yea, 
Nay, Nay; for whaticever is more is of that Evil"One, Mati:. 
37. will judge the Papſts (with whom the frequent Cuſtom of 
| 6 , for light" Cauies is grown fn uſe) much liker this Evil 
evil Gaithe Waldenſes, who (as is evident from the Relatich 
' of the Pope nguftor) uſed only to fay, Yea, Yea, Na Nay ; 
avoning yeand an Oath, Andin the following pagehe F 
thatthele (91z, ,the Waldenſes) are as far from Lyes Perſu- 
"ries,as thoſe falſe Friers are from Truth g | Modeſty, 1 ring thoſe 
*rwo Inquiſitors cited in the faid Articlt for re es ohe 
whereof writes thus of the Leoriſts or Waldenſesr, They artaware 
of Detratin, and .of Scurrilouine's, and of a Lye, and of in 
"Oath : Theother thus, In Words they are Cautious; Lyes;Oaths, 
and all things that are Naturally Diſhoneft they avoid... * To which 
"may. be” alſo a third, namely, that German which pub- 
liſheta"Writing of the DoArine and Behayiours of the Wald: F; 
Theyteach'to avoid a Lye, Detraftion indan Oath, An4fo Þ. 
er argues thus, Becauſe their Adyerfariesconfeſs they avoid | 
' therefore to charge them witl'Forſwearing is an Ab'urdity'y 
he — <a hs aa at & I 
Sq. that Jenying to.'/wear 15" thus- far commented, ws that 
it clears them from the poſſibility 'of 'Forſwearing and 40 
"mgry-Swearing ; whercin (be ſayes) the Papiſts, their Advert. 
"ries, are more like the Devil: And ſo 4s ous in Lying fore 
-pervetts it thus in Vſher's my Fromm thoir Ferfwearry he-ur- 
| x 
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IP Now + yhereas. F, S., bath. o plainly perverted Biſhop: Uſber, 
an1abuted the ppor #ald-a/ts, and greatly viliieFantupbraided 
US» faying, Wazre are-your Eyci3? Where is your Confetenct, who 
belye Jomeny,co.? . We may.ask this, F.S..\Vheze are thy Eyes ? 
be: why is tay Gonigence, who haſt nvr only moſt grefly.belycd 
and abuſed us, but ſhathefuily miſ repreſented the Ialdenſes, and 
perverted Bi-bop, Vſn:r ?. And where muſt: be our Wit (orany 


 Bodieselſe) if we believe F. S. upon his bare word,  pewerting 
- ſachaneminent Author, ſo plain and obvious, which we defire the 


iug2nuous Reader f:riouſly to look into and 7-70 a with. both 
or Account arid his, Weappea! to the ' ruth in all, 

Whereas for Example 12. F.5S. only ſets down Eraſmny, Plato, 
Mannd ry  Artonine,, Heſiod,. Theorn:s; and then anſwers, or ra- 
ther. .quid'es,.. Thi. rankings Eraſmus. with Heathen. ſm lis » rank, 
of the Jeluits Firit : V hereas he himſelf hath- thus rank2d E- 
raſmia with the. Heather, rather then we'; "For we have given 
a particular Account of Eraſmmw's Teſtimony, only add:d the o- 
thee afterwards, not.at all .cither to tindervalue Era/may, 'or to 
point him hewging berween Heaven ard Hell, as he ſaith, it is the 
Feſuits Device; But tolet that pas. However F, S. ſeems to 
have no mzan Eſteem for”"Eraſmus ; but whether he. be real there- 
in.or not, will further appear, where he confidently ſaith of him, 
H:s Fud;ment was far enou7h from the GCp'nion of the Quakers, 
for where he fPraks thus of the Unlawfalne Y/ of.. Swearing, th: Uſe- 
lcſneſs of. Qaths, he ſp:aks. of Swearing in our ordinary CommuniCa- 
110f1, as bs manifeſt from. that Clauſe [in your Bargains] ye need 
ne Oath, ye need no Extcration. | 

. Oberve here, Readet, he reſtrains. Eraſmus here to eppoſe 
Sw-aring ouly in ordinary Communication, and the like, and as 
before, far enouzh"from our Opinion. and then addeth another 
Uatruth, That the Oxaker-Apologit eit1er ignorantly -or mali- 
ciqully * omits that Clauſe [in your Bargains] both which are 
falſe ;_ for it was neither ignoran:ly nor maliciouſlv, but be- 
cauſe we. had* cnough-belide in. general Aſertions and Realong, 
we cited againſt all, manner of .Oaths, belides this Paxticular he 
mentions, | | 
See 


Firchor: Erefavnt bo h war oye” on HF, 


Having: oO Gt el ext he oe, Among the ew 
' * Perjury i puniſhah lle—burthe La w.of thi Cle, 

oye hoaldbe more Net from Perjuxy, doth utter! oh 
« dem all manner of Oaths ;. that is nog lawlul.to "_ 

*neither by God, nor by thoſe things which ſeem ruek of 
© common ſors to be. of els Religion. , Here bot the 
Aſſertions and the Reaſons are.gencral, with ſeveral 0- 
ther Clauſes, ſome more particular, and others general, 
be. ore he comes to the particular Inſtance '*[in your Bar- + 

grins] ye need nv Oath, ye need no Ex:cration or Curſine 3 

w hich Particular cazznor make void his general Poſition 
a:1d Reaſon, both belore aud atter, to which we refer the- 
Reader to. view at large. 

And likewiſe on his Paraphraſe on Fam, 5 12.. hes 
as general and poſitive in aſſerting and ar- } 
cuing the Caſe againſt Swearing, thus, roy made 
© Bur eſpecially, my Brethren Swear. not, A; 
© Icſt by lictle and laggle-you accuſtomy your ſelves-to For: 
(wear, Among the Fews .and Heath:ns for Fidelity's 
© (ake therg is am Oath put between; But aryong Chri- 
© tizns, which oughe neither to diſtruſt any.man, neither 
Che j1 will to deeciy &y itis a vain thing : Whoſoever 
©i5 accuſtomed to [wear, is coufin-germian to the Peril of 
© Foriwearingz Be ye afraid not oaly to ſwear by God 
*j1 humane Aﬀairs a*d in light Matters, but alſo ab- 
© ſtain from all kind cf Swearing, that you Swear neither 
© by Heaven, neither by Earth, nor any other thing that 
© che common people eſteem holy ang rel, gious. | Who- 

. © ſoeverd re be bold to Lye without Swearing, _ he dare 
*do the-ſame alſs when he. $» earcth, if he-liſt., Ke 
* that is a good man will believe a manwithout Swear- 
tigs ad that nought is, will. not truſt. a man*if the 
Swear: 


<municationk 
 Eany marherof 
 Eſveyerir be Fc. AN EOS 
-Toonr Inftance'of Heguſtin wile a: $2. & demen- 
 dacio, J.'S. anſwers, Thewery words bere alledped evince, 
: that St "Auguſtine ſpeaks of communi Swearing ; and thathe 
muſt be beſide his Text, if from the 01d Teft ament he i»fer the 

' Unlawfolneſs of all kinds of Swearing. * 
**Feply. "Auguſtine's wordvarc plain and general, rhat 
: we cited; however he kept tothe New Teſtament Text 
. and to himſelf in other places we ſhall nor at preſent ex. 
- amine -(If he did not, it ſhould have been retraReg by 
him) - but recite Auguſtine's words more tajrly then F. x. 


' hath done. _ © | 
. ©Itis well that God hath forbidden man to Swear, leſt 
a>...  * by Cuſtomof Swearing Wnaſmuch as weare 
Fox xg . <.apt ro miſtake) we commit Perjury : There 
-* js none bur, God can ſafely'{wear, becauſe 

© there's noother but may be deceived. 
 ©Ifayuntoyou, Swear 26t at aff, leſt by Swearing ye 
..._ _ © <cometo a Facility of Swearing, froni a Fa- 
bo : _ *<cility to a Cuſtom, and from a Caſtom ye tall 
- -  - *into Perjury, 

- Obſerve here, Reader, 'rhat both his Poſitions and 
Reaſons are general, and his Inference deduced from 
Chrift and his Apoftles own words againſt SwFaring, as 

' Eraſwouds' S arc. 

| And we now muſt farther cite Auguſtine in the 
'Caſe.z. ſee AvguſtinSerm.3. Ad comperemes: © Let them 
© gat only abſtain from Perjury, bur alſo {rom > ea ; 

week ff Se EI aa | *Bccaufe 


Las At. Dk 2 a. W\ 2 
© ſhall nor depart from his H - Ecelef, +6 OTE ©... 
5. thus; © The Righteouſneſs.of 'the Phariſees is, nor 
© to Forſwear; This he confirmeth who forbidderh fa 
© Swear, which belongeth to the Righteouſneſs of th 
© Kingdom of Heaven: Por, as he who doth nor ſpeak, 
© cannot ſpeak a Lye, ſo he cannot Forſwear who.dothy 
©notSwear (foie goes on toexcuſe Paul for ſaying ®®, 
&c. ahd calling God to Witneſs, &c.) ſaying, * That 
-an Oath is not of good things, or among goodthings ; 
© but of evil things, or to be reckoned among evil things. 
Andſaycs, © Let a manretraint0 uſc it, but upon Necef- 
Y ary, tor the Infirmity of others, which is Evil; from 
© which we pray, that we ſhould daily be delivered, | _ 
Auguſtin, on Fam.5. de verbis Apoſtol. ſerm;30, © Per- 
© haps it is only for God toSwear, whocannor'Forſwear,' 
| _ {@ he goes 0n to [hew how hard it-is for men to avoit 
crjury. 
Auguſtin, de mendacio RetraZF. lib, x, C. ult. He ſays, 
*1s obſcure and intricate. 7 
 Towurlnftance bf the Albines in Frente,and , 
- Mich, Sadler,an'eminent Martyrin Germeany,that whit 
they held it wis unliwful to Swear; and tharone Article al- 
ledg'd againſt him was,that he had faie[T hat menſhoule 
not Swear to, or before the Magiſtrate. ] To theſe ].S.. 
anſwers, Tour Authors ſay, only, that That Charge was alted-. 
2ed againſt them's, - but not, that it was proved. "ns 91 
Repl. Neither do we read that tte Authors ſay; That: 
that Charge was denyed by them; / and then, what need 
was there of provingie before it was denyed ? | 
To our alledging Jerome; Chryſeſtome; 'Fuſtine Marty 
F ' againiſk 
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has we ſhall. aging 


£ _— _ Trek ogy inghs 2a.khs _ | 
Et et him ex potion 
| _ Unjptalreag ly givenof fas; And now of the other - 
"9 (we ; more ih ly.then he. hath dane of B. 
igers of *L 


< Fe | 's Comment ary 0n-Mat, 5., 0n.the. place Smerr . 
its thus, © This was graoted.as to. liczle.oges by the 
Law,-chat as they did offer Sacrifices to. God, leſt «wt 
E cho offer them. to Idols; So, they were "ſuffered to. 
not thar they did; this rightly, bur that. 
2h bigger co] 0 to gi preutee, God. then-ro Deyils: But 
h yet. xgeccivg. an Oath, ſce- 
fe! KighſolSpocch (or every Speech. of. a faich- 
an-or:1 Believer) is tor (or inſtead 0), an Oath. 
F MY Apalog. {or Chriſtians, Pag» 63. pringcd + 
axis, "nt ming.uh te DoRrines of Chrift to 
— ſayes,.. *Hecommanded us, .nor- 
©ro Swear: ar all,. bucalwayes.co ſpeak Truchz Swear mg: . 
"> all;-but 'let t your Teabr.7 ea, and Nay, Noyz for whatſoever 
C# more comes of Evil. 

As for Walter. Brute in, his Teſtimony againſt Swearing, 
is'as 'phain; 2. poſitive. and; [rational as. any of. them, . ſee 
Att Mon, 1 vol.:fol. 653. ]. S$:-daith,. 454.10 Walter 
Bruce » 6 true, be effirmed what is alledged, bat with Prote- 
fation, Thit be wouldyerac? that Opinion if he wereconvict 


of the Error of itz  andccordingly did, upon:Canference with 
the Biſhop of Hereford, ſubmit bunſclf totheDetermination. of 
the Ct 44 4pPear \ from y our: own Author, FOx V-1,p. 653.. 


© Reply, Thisis aft the mannerot the Papifts .underva- 
" luing the Martyrs Teſtimonies, by. endeaveuring-to faſten 
RetraQafions and Recantagions yp2n them pabeceaule 
"5's. _ 
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wr 43s 6 doubcha 
Oaths, and fo ready to retra&it, 'be pleaſed, Reader,tc 
hear Walter #rwte's own words in the page before cited, & 
*how far heſubmicted in ſaying, 7 Walter Brute ſubwis 
my ſelf principally to fhe Evangely of Fefwe Chrift, and td 
the Determination of holy Kirk, -and Yo the Sentthce ani De- 
termination of the four Dottors, vis. Auguſtine, Ambroſe, 

Jerome and Gregory. Judge,we pray,what RetraQati 
is chis:And ſhould not oarUp < Lo ſhcwed us,whey 

he retrated that Opinion atorcſaid againſt 9: 
"Chimſelf 0 

was 


could 2 or where ever he acknowledged 
that this was an wars UF Cri, 1 7 £0 
the Evaneely (or Goſpel) of Feſws Chriſt, which F.S. leaves 
"ont, whetonk hel before [Church] we hope he wilno 
charge W. B#ute, that he defign'd a Submiffion contrary to 
theGoſpel of FeſwChriſt,being that principal rhing withour 
which the other could not determine. But we do not find 
that W. Brute retracted any more inthewords above,rhen 
he did ſometime beſore, when he told the Bi-- ag..Mas. 
ſhop thus, 1f any man will ſhew me that I Ery in my_ 11,£6:3, 
Writing or Sayings by the Authority of ſacred Scripture, mr by Aus. 
thority of Reaſon grounded thereon, 1 will humbly and gladly re 
ceive his Determination ; But as for the bare words atly Tea- 
cher, Chriſt only excepted, I will not ſimply believe, exe 
heb: able to eftabliſh them by the Truth of Experience, of 
the Scripture. Now conſider, Reader, that this was but a 
Submifſioa conditionally propoſed, any more theg the q. 
cher , arid that ſome time after this he poſitive- 
ly wrote againſt Oaths, for which we refer chee Fol, 693. 
to the Quorations : And this conditioaal Submitſian 
ſeems rather to argue his Belief, that they could not £on- 
vince bim'of Error _ , no more then the 1 i 0 
a 2429, 


het *, © « 
- I 
- PPE 


"Wi- » 
' 41 UNTaI1y TeEprefcentey”” 

iy ane CRY ONT Oy. _ 

in that FUNTION- 


Fl 
" 27 
% - 


- 
.. 
_ 


FEY 
3 j 


by 
( Lan " 


49 

; = . 

443 | BEST | 6 
, - 


= 


tyres.? For our paves, we do not fiodthis 
cation-of, Walt-r Brute to haye (9 much as 


To his Caring. be Order of Middleburgh & no ways appli- 
| Fablets theQuikersCaſe,who have refus' d to payChurch- duties. 
The man icems, herein, wilfully co hut, his Eyes ,. for 
the ſaid Order is very plain, for Liberty of, Conſience, 
and Freedom) from the -lmpoktion of Oarhs, upto thoſe 
Inhabitants wharefus'd the raking the accuſtom d Oaths, 
and whoiinſtead thereof, proffcted as the 2 uakers do) That 
thiir" Tea ſhonld ftand.inſtesd of an,04th,. apg the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors theteof be -puniſhe 4.44 perjured Perſons; which with the 
Advice of the Gavernpur and. Council of Zegland was 2c- 
cordingly+ordained. and confirmed, That this Peoples Tea 
reſaidſhowld fland inſtead of. an. Oath before the Magi{rates 
"of uhe ſaid City CA Noble Prefident tour Purpoſe] { 
WW | Obj. 
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out of Tenths und Firſt Fruit OE DR 
- To the firſt, of retufing to pay Charch-Duites x; it ſeems 
he means Tythes to the Prieffs : And muſt werherefore- nor 
be allowed the Liberty ot orx.Conſciences, but be expos 
ſed to Ruin, Loſs of. Eſtates and Livelihoods, becauſe we 
cannot pay Teatks terthe Prieſts 2: Oh hard Man and ut» 
juſt Judge | that reſpe&s more the Pope's Yoak and An- 
cichriſtian- Impoſition, then the Lives or Liberties of 


Proteſtant-Subje&s and True Chriftions: And _—_ ; 


ing an Indulgence for us, it we did not refuſe to pay 
Prieſts Tythe, is like as to tell us, We may bave the Liber- 


ty of our Conferences if we will be Conforenable: Oh generous 


Indulgence to ſuch as need it not ! Could our Conſciences 
ſerve us 10.Conform, Pay Tythes, Uphold Prieſts, &c.: what 
needed we. make Addreſs for Liberty ? + His charge of 
KR obbing the Royal Exchequer is envious and falle, monngs 
Perſecuting Spirit :* The Prieſts 1 yih- Baros arc nott 

Royal Exchequer , we cannot. help tofill chem: They de- 


mand Tyths of us,not-only of our Lands,bur ef the Fruits - 


and Encreaſe of our Labours andsInduſtry (a maniteſt Ex- 
tortion) and their Demand.of them is as Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and on a Religious Account ; asclaiming a Divine Right; in 


neither of which are we (ati: fied, norcan we-own either . 


and we have reaſon tothiak, thatzhe King is:more Mer- 
cifu] ro them about the Firſt Fruits; then they are to us, 


and doth not ſo {everely-profecnte or ſtrictly look afros : 


them as they do:to us, having cauſed many deeply xo ſub- 
fer both in Perſons-and Eftates, and raade grieyous-Ha- 
yock by taking:away and ſpoiling meas.Goods; drivang 
away their: Cows, Oxen,&c,” many- times more-thenthe 
value of the Tythe, beſides the {weeping away Houſe- 
hold Gppds,and cxpoling many pooriuduſtrious Eamilizs 
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bob ine paciry, ther is, out of Boads arid Sofferings, 
which-bave diſabled many © And if the King 'and(Great 
Lam. of the Nation C09 = = _ thoſe old 
Laws inforcing the Payment of Tyches, and to convert 
© : chem into ſome neceſſary civil Uſe ,a5 for the Poor, or ſome 
E.-- - | (3 prin 8enept, it would appear wherher we 
FE: 1 not Pay Qur parts, and'whetherthe Royal Exche- 
« querwould not be conveniently ſupplyed wirhour the 
As for our Defice of being exempted from taking an 
Oarhybecauſc our Conſciences wilt not allow vs to ſwear, 
s0-chis-ourAdvyerfary adds, viz. Whew you afF ually do Swear in 
"45 ſeen & aqguſ 4 Form, as its poſſible for the Tongue of man to 
expreſs, even then mben you ſay, Tow dare uot Smear ;, God, who 
8 the Searcher of Hearts, knows, that it iswuth a Holy R | 
£0 the ation of Chriſtianity, the Fvangelical en int re 
and toChrift's expreſs Prohibition, &c. This Perfon has given 
vs various Definitions of an Oath 5 of which hereckons 
char to ſay, God who the Searcher of Hearts knows,is a moſt 
| fotemn&augeſt Form of Swearing : Bur fwrely he egre- 
Þ -gioufly miſſer/fia this 5 for at this rate of: defining-aſo- 
nr hw ofan Oath,we ſhall ſcarce know how to men- 
- gjon. the Name o6God- in any ſeriows or ſolemn Way, either 
'jn Prayer, Thank iviog, Appeal to him cither as witnefs 
-for us,or ſingly as deſiring that the Truch may be diſcove. 
redin ez-burthis muſt all be lookr upon as a moſt 
folema and; {Form of Swearing,if the Name of God 
be bur wention'd, ,when-no Swearing is intended, nor any + 
Imprecartion or Ceremony of an Oath uſed: Bur how ma- 

nifoftly doch this contradi& his granting, there may be a 
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caonteffingithe true Godin Prayer, in Thankſgiving, &c, 


with- 


j *% 


without Swearing, -in his counting ſuch Confellion of C0: 
not {afficient or —_— except they add Sweating by bis Name 
ſa;that however the Name of God: may. be folemnly con- 
teſſed without Swearing : And it on ſome” weighty Oc ca- 
ſion a Chriſtian.be moved to ſay, God knows: I Lye 1:08; God is 
my Witneſs : How can.this .be a ſolemn Oath or: Swearing, 
when-he ncicher intends it nor uſeth-the Ceremony of an 
Oath, nor any Imprecation or Curfe *- 

For there.1s a plain Difference berween a man's earneſtly 
appealing to God by way of Imprecation, «s the great Fudge 
of Heaven and Earth, Avenger of Injury and Falſhood ,, And ten- 
derly committing or reſigning his Cauſe unto God, that he - 
may diſcover the Truth ( being Witneſs thereof ) to others, 
when it is or may be doubted or queſtion'd: Asin a Caſe 
of moment, wherein I know & am ſure the Truth is on m 
fide, while others may doubt or queſtion me, if I appeal, . 
commit or refign my Cauſe to God (as _—_y_ him to be - 
my Witneſs therein) it is ſingly with a Deſire, that he may - 
enlighten their Qriderſtandings, & bring them ro know the - 
Truthof my Cauſe, and for that End I. both truſt him, and- : 
leave it with him, and nor at all with any Ceremony of an 
Oath, nor any 1mprecation, Invotating of God-for Witneſs (or 
Tudge) againſt mySoul;, lor what need of that when I know - 
] am clear? What need Þ be under any ſuch Bond, as the- + 
Fear of a Curſe to bind me to ſpeak the Truth, whenas I 
am both aſcertained of and engaged inthe Trath, and my Chriffi- - 
an, Keputation and Soul's Peace 13 naturally comterned in it? And ' 
on.the other hand, if any ſhould wiltully or knowingly ur- - 
ter, falſe Things without binding their Souls with an Oath- + 
ar co:iditional Curſe, that will not hinder the Cur[t, Fudement 
or Reward of falſe Swearcrs. from coming upon them, nor ſecure. . 
tbe City. 


- 4 
ST 1 


. Ps. 
7 O— 


THE END, 


